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the caecum or blind gut. Here they multiply and set up an inflammation which in turn causes bleeding of the lining of the bowel. The csecum is the favorite seat of infection in very young chicks, but in older birds other parts of the intestines may become involved. Since there is no practical way to disinfect the soil, the old yards must be avoided as much as possible. Young birds affected with this disease pass millions of the parasites in their droppings and these become infective after a few days incubation in the soil.
Symptoms
The age of the affected birds is important, from four to eight weeks with variations (Fig. 52). The birds appear droopy for two or three days before they die.; A bloody diarrhea is considered the outstanding symptom of coccidiosis, but this is not always observed in very acute cases. The birds are likely to be very thirsty. Given a history of many deaths in birds of the ages suggested and droppings discolored with blood, one may be justified in suspecting this disease.
A post-mortem examination will assist in the recognition of the disease. When the dead bird is opened, particular attention should be paid to the appearance of the cseciim or Wind gut. This is the two-pouched organ in the lower part of the intestines. When affected with coccidiosis, the csecum is very much enlarged'* and filled with a bloody mixture. 1 Each sac of the csecum may be as thick as the little finger and the outer surface much inflamed or reddened. Specimens of other dead birds may be sent to a bacteriological laboratory for miscroscopic examination and verification.
Treatment
First, all sick birds should be removed from the flock. If a brooder-house is used, it should be hauled onto new ground away from the old chicken yards. No medicine is of value. It is best to destroy all the sick birds because it is very doubtful whether they will recover. Besides, many of the